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Article 2
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For the individual without function and status, society is irrational,
incalculable and shapeless. The “rootless” individual, the outcast—for absence
of social function and status casts a man from the society of his fellows—sees

no society.
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He sees only demonic forces, half sensible, half meaningless, half in light and
half in darkness, but never predictable. They decide about his life and his
livelihood without possibility of interference on his part, indeed without
possibility of his understanding them.
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He is like a blindfolded man in a strange room, playing a game of which he
does not know the rules; and the prize at stake is his own happiness, his own
livelihood, and even his own life.
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That the individual should have social status and function is just as important
for society as for him. Unless the purpose, aims, actions and motives of the
individual member of integrated with the purpose, aims, actions and motives
of society, society cannot understand or contain him.
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The asocial, uprooted, unintegrated individual appears not only as irrational
but as a danger; he is a disintegrating, a threatening, a mysteriously shadowy
force.
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